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: The Cape May Lighthouse 
- benefitted from a new coat of paint 
_ on the tower under a grant NJDOT 


_ Efficiency Act (ISTEA) is the 
_ largest federal public works bill in 


_ of the program allows for the 
_ sites and the enhancement of 


aesthetic and cultural qualities of 
_ the transportation system. 


Governor Christine Todd Whitman is 
leading the battle for renewal of the 


Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
_ Act (ISTEA) which is due to expire at the end 
_ of the federal fiscal year on September 30. 


This deadline has triggered one of the biggest 
regional fights in the U. S. Congress. 
ISTEA renewal was the first issue that 


mid-January meeting that was described as a 
“war room” of business and government 
officials. 

Members of the New Jersey Congres- 


getting a fair return on its federal gas tax 
dollars. 
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“I urge you to build on the accomplishments 


Of ISTEA... Simply put, ISTEA works....1n 
___ this competitive global marketplace, we 


must all stand united together, or we shall 
surely each fail alone.” 
From the statement by Governor Christine 
Todd Whitman to the House Subcommittee on 
Surface Transportation 


The opposing 16-state ISTEA Works! 


_ coalition, of which New Jersey has assumed a 
~ leadership role, is working hard to extend its 


membership and to influence the vote. New 
Jersey’s aging infrastructure, the most heavily 


used in the U.S., its location as the regional 
__ corridor for commerce and general travel and 
the national gateway to the global economy 


form the basis of the Garden State’s defense 


_ of its transportation funding needs. 
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_ When Whitman and Haley testified 


awarded to the Midatlantic Center 
for the Arts. Enacted in 1991, the 
Intermodal Surface Transportation 


the United States. A unique feature 


beautification of scenic or historic 


ISTEA works for New Jersey! | 


before House Subcommittees on Surface 
Transportation, they also strongly stated that 
while New Jersey receives $1.12 for every 
highway dollar it contributes to the Highway 
Trust Fund and $4.69 for every transit dollar, 
on the overall it only gets 62 cents on every 
tax dollar it sends to Washington. Whitman 
said repeatedly that this type of reasoning 
would entitle New Jersey to a multi-billion 
tax dollar refund. 

If ISTEA fails to be renewed along the 
lines of its current formula, New Jersey has a 
lot at risk. The Garden State’s economy is 
driven by transportation. In fact, a major 
portion of the household income of New 
Jersey residents goes to transportation. 

If ISTEA is drastically altered, New 
Jersey may lose its ability to meet its infra- 
structure needs, to provide thousands of 
construction-related jobs, to maintain the 
quality of its environment and to drive the 
economic health of the state. 


About ISTEA 
US. 
ISTEA is the largest federal pone bill in 
the U.S., providing $26 billion a year for 
highway and transit. 
New Jersey 
¢ ISTEA makes up more than half of 
NJDOT?’s entire capital budget: 
$868 million for highway and transit; 
$5.65 billion from 1991-1997. 
¢ ISTEA supports virtually every job 
in New Jersey. 
¢ ISTEA is a working federal, state and 
local partnership. 
¢ ISTEA promotes public transit. 
¢ ISTEA provides dollars dedicated to 
achieve air quality goals. 
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Les Martin leaves government for the church 


To most individuals, a career in 
either music, engineering or the church 
would be sufficient. But Les Martin, 
Section Chief, Bureau of Statewide 
Planning has managed to combine all 
three. Now at age 51, he is accepting a 
call which will totally change his life. 

In June, Martin will retire from the 
Department after a 32 year career that 
began at age 19 as an Assistant Highway 
Inspector. In September he enters 
Princeton Theological Seminary to begin 
a three year study for a Master of 
Divinity degree. He has been assured 
that there will be several students in his 
age group. 

“My wife is very supportive of my 
decision to become a minister, although 
she is a bit apprehensive about the 
future,” he said. “We will be moving into 
an apartment provided by the school and 
then to wherever we are offered a pulpit. 
My church has already told me that they 
will be happy to ordain me once I pass 
all the tests.” 

“T felt a calling for a number of 
years,” Martin said. “I have worked with 


Martin changes careers. 


the local Hungarian Reformed church as 
an elder, President of the Church Council 
and Chief Elder.” 

In 1996 he became a delegate to the 
Hungarian Reformed World Federation 
General Assembly in Debrecen, Hungary 


Meg Frampton is honored by TMAs 


Stephen Kingsberry, President of the 


Transportation Management Association 
Coalition (TMAC) recently presented 
NJDOT’s Meg Frampton with the 
TMAC Distinguished 
Service award for her 
outstanding work as 
liaison between the TMAs 
and NJDOT. 

Questioned why the 
TMAC chose Frampton as 
the recipient of this year’s 
award, Kingsberry said 
“Meg is a great asset to 
TMAs. She is the reason 
we have been successful.” 

Administering the 
federally-funded TMA 
program on the 
department’s behalf, 
Frampton interacts with 
these organizations on an 
almost daily basis.““The whole thing’s 
about helping to reduce traffic and 
pollution in New Jersey,” she said. “If 
everyone in the state carpooled once a 
week, we would reduce congestion on 
the roadways by 20% or more.” 

Frampton has significantly changed 
NJDOT?’s relationship with the TMAs 
by answering questions, fielding 


Frampton holds her award. 


problems and making suggestions to the 
TMA coordinators about the programs 
and funding concerns. 

Although these are noteworthy 
accomplishments, 
Frampton says of her 
award, “I consider myself 
very fortunate to be able to 
work with such a great 
group of people. It’s been 
about five years now and it 
certainly has been a 
pleasure . . . 1 can honestly 
say that I have witnessed a 
change for the better. 
TMAs are working more as 
a team—a unit with one 
voice rather than several 
different voices... .” 

NJDOT provides 
funding support annually to 
eight of the nine TMAs to 
implement mobility. TMAs provide 
employers, commuters and the public 
with alternate methods of getting around 
New Jersey, so citizens use a transporta- 
tion system other than single-occupancy 
vehicles. This means carpools, vanpools, 
bicyclists, walkers and corporate 
programs that include compressed work 
weeks and telecommuting. 


and in 1995 was elected president of the 
American Hungarian Reformed Presby- 
ters Association. 

Martin has always liked being busy. 
While advancing through the ranks at 
NJDOT he worked nights, earning an 
associate’s degree in Engineering 
Science from Mercer County Commu- 
nity College and later a bachelor’s 
degree in Civil Engineering from Drexel 
University. Somehow he found time to 
serve a three year hitch in the U.S. Army 
in Germany. 

While pursuing these goals, Martin 
earned extra money by playing guitar 
and singing in local clubs and for 
numerous functions. He has written 
several songs which have been recorded 
by Decca and Swan Records. 

One of his two sons, Eric, has inherited 
his musical talent and is the lead guitarist 
with a rock group called Ground Zero. His 
son, Steven, is working as a cook while 
studying restaurant management. 

“TI know every retiree says this, but I 
will miss the people at NJDOT,” he said. “T 
feel blessed for the friends I have made.” 
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New arrivals 

Jim Berzok, NJDOT Press Officer, 
Communications, and his wife, Maureen, 
are celebrating the arrival of their second 
son, Thomas Benjamin, born February 
21 at 8 Ibs., 7 oz. He joins brother Sam. 

CADD Unit Sr. Engineer Haresh K. 
Patel of the Division of Design Services 
in Survey North, Mt. Arlington and his 
wife Soniya welcomed daughter Shuchi 
on January 31, 1997. Weighing in at 7 lbs., 
10 oz., Shuchi is the Patel’s first child. 


Many thanks 

Sr. Building Maintenance Worker 
Vivian Smith-Porter of Facilities Manage- 
ment and Operations thanks all NJDOT 
employees for their many kind acts of 
sympathy after her daughter Sabrina 
Smith’s recent untimely death. 


Honors galore 

Former NJDOT Regional Construc- 
tion Engineer James R. McKeever, P.E. 
was chosen by the Professional Engineers 
Society of Mercer County to receive the 
Outstanding Engineering Achievement 
Award. McKeever retired in 1981, but 
has remained active in the engineering 
community through independent consult- 
ing work and with continued participation 
in engineering societies. 


Retirees 


James Gorman, Engineering Tech, 
Project Support, Road Maintenance 
retired after 37 yrs., 11 mos. Joining him 
are: Robert C. Preston, Pr. Title 
Examiner, Design Services, 30 yrs., 3 
mos.; Louis Denunzio, Supply Support 


Tech 1, Equipment, North Region, 30 
yrs., 2 mos.; George McGee, Highway 
Construction and Bridge Repairer 1, 
Road Maintenance, 26 yrs.; Rosalie 
Leszcyzynski, Pr. Clerk Typist, Avia- 
tion—Air & Freight Services, 23 yrs., | 
mo.; Mary Fay, Support Services Rep. 
2, DMV Data Entry, 18 yrs., 5 mos.; 

William Fiorentino, Supervisor 3, 
DMV Tech Support, License Registra- 
tion & Inspection, 17 yrs., 7 mos.; 
Willis L. Smalls, Maintenance Worker 
2, Road Maintenance Regional Opera- 
tions, 14 yrs.; MVS Examination 
Technician Albert Roulette, Toms 
River driver testing facility (License, 
Registration & Inspection), 14 yrs., 3 
mos.; Joseph Mazur, Safety Specialist 
2, DMV License Registration & 
Inspection, 11 yrs., 8 mos.; 

John Impellizeri, Truck Driver, 
Single Axle, Road Maintenance, 10 yrs., 
5 mos.; Eileen Paulson, Support 
Services Rep 3, DMV Data Base 
Corrections, 10 yrs., 3 mos.; and 
Joseph Migliacciao, Truck Driver, 
Single Axle, Road Maintenance, 9 yrs., 
7 mos. 


Obituaries 

Electric Mechanic I Dieter Kruger 
of Electrical Operations South, 
Hammonton Yard died January 21. The 
33-year NJDOT employee is survived 
by his wife Barbara and two daughters. 

Doris R. Herbert of Manchester 
died February 21 in Freehold. The 
former MVS principal clerk is survived 
by sons Bradley, Edward J. Jr., and 
Charles, and two grandchildren. 


Haley gives a celebrity read to fourth graders 


Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. participated in Celebrity Read Day at Newark’s 
McKinley Elementary School by reading the biography of African-American 
transportation leader A. Philip Randolph to 50 fourth graders. Part of the Governor’s 
Newark School District Outreach Program, the “Read” helps educate children about 
African and Hispanic individuals who saw a need, set a goal and followed through to 


make outstanding contributions to society. 


Haley emphasized Randolph’s positive life pattern and career path that led him 
to elevate the working conditions and pay standards of railway porters, most of 
whom were African-American. Randolph organized the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters and later become vice president of the AFL/CIO union in the first half of the 


20th century. 


Celebrity readers come from all aspects of community life, including business, 
government, education, the arts, religion and the sciences. It’s hoped that when a 
celebrity provides a positive message, young people will recognize their full potential. 

United Way of Essex and West Hudson counties sponsors the Celebrity Read 
program. It coincides with the nationwide Reading Rally, an annual event sponsored 
by Literacy Volunteers of America that features celebrities and authors as readers. 
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People Briefs 


First aid training saves 


Mays Landing co-worker 

Assistant Crew Supervisor Val 
Rananowski in Mays Landing recently 
learned the value of NJDOT employee 
First Aid training and refresher courses. 
Specifically, Rananowski owes his life to 
the quick action that Bridge and Con- 
struction Repairer 1 Manuel Serrano 
took on February 20. 

As they were sharing Chinese food 
with several other Bridge and Construc- 
tion workers in the Route 50 Yard 
dayroom, Rananowski choked when an 
almond from a cookie caught in his air 
passage. He stopped breathing and start- 
ed to faint. Without hesitation, Serrano 
jumped up and gave a hard, sharp blow 
to the center of his back. As the almond 
dislodged, Rananowski started breathing 
again. 

“He’s my hero and my friend,” said 
Rananowski of Serrano. “I know that if it 
wasn’t for Manny’s fast action I would 
have choked to death.” Apes 


OT 


Bedminster’s Parizeau. 7 


merits praise from rabbi ¥= 

At 7 a.m. ona cold January day, 
Assistant Crew Supervisor Chuck 
Parizeau was on his way to work at 
Bedminster Yard when he spotted 
something on the side of the road. After 
the 13 year NJDOT veteran pulled off 
Rte. 78 West in Watchung, he retrieved 
the mystery item. It was a wallet with 
items of identification and a home phone 
number in Florida. 

A less-determined individual would 
have ended the search there, but Parizeau 
wanted to return the wallet. He called 
Florida only to learn the owner was 
temporarily working in New Jersey. 

When Parizeau located Rabbi 
Menachem M. Katz to give him the 
wallet, he encountered another problem. 
The Rabbi, who is Prisons Coordinator 
of the Aleph Institute in Surfside, FL 
could drive to Bedminster Yard, but not 
until after his work shift ended. Parizeau 
waited for Rabbi Katz to make sure he 
received his wallet. 

In a letter of praise to NJDOT about 
Parizeau, the Rabbi stated: “I write you this 
letter today with much enthusiasm and 
relief that there are still honest and good 
people in this world . . . 1am so thankful 
to him and the NJDOT that anything I 
write would be an understatement. ” 
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Commissioner 


(From page one) 


Surface Transportation Efficiency Act that expires later this year. 
(See related story page one.) 

As NJDOT Commissioner, Haley also serves as Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the New Jersey Transit Corporation, 
the state’s bus and rail provider. He oversees 17,000 employees 
and a budget of $2.8 billion for the combined agencies. The 
Commissioner is a member of the board of each of the state’s 
three toll road authorities and the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey. 

Prior to assuming this position, Haley was Deputy Execu- 


tive Director of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 
where he directed operations and policy development and ~ 
managed a budget of $2.6 billion and more than 8,000 employees. 

Haley served as General Manager of the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority in Boston, the nation’s sixth largest 
transit system. He also served as Deputy General Manager of the 
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District. 

Haley earned a bachelor of science degree from Northeast- 
ern University and attended the Master of Public Administration 
Program at Syracuse University. 
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Vital Signs4/\4/\4/_o\ 


VE savings add up 

Quick thinking by Value Engineering (VE) people 
shaved about $3.5 million off the construction costs to the 
Atlantic City/Brigantine Tunnel Connector project. By 
eliminating a traffic weave to improve safety and minimally 
reduce right of way impacts, VE cut costs without delaying 
the project. 

NJDOT Project Manager Frank Hellman asked the VE 
Bureau to review the plans on a three-day accelerated and 
high priority schedule. Supervising Engineer Lisa Ninesling, 
Project Engineer Richard Jaffe, Principal Engineer Robert 
Abitz and Sr. Engineer Thomas Kondash Jr. presented the 
recommendations for the proposed ramp pattern in the 
Marina area that was approved by the design consultant, 
Parsons Brinckerhoff-F.G. 


Governor’s Office applauds NJDOT 

The Governor’s Office of Volunteerism Director Linda F. 
Golden recently commended NJDOT employees for their 
participation in the 1996 Annual Coat Drive and the Seventh 
Annual Gifts for Kids Holiday Gift Drive. At NJDOT facilities, 
employees donated 150 coats, 25 pairs of gloves and scarves 
and 265 toys. According to Golden, over 9,715 items of 
clothing were collected statewide and delivered to 70 locations 
in various areas of the state. 

In a letter to Commissioner John J. Haley Jr., Golden 
commended Peggy Lennon, Executive Assistant in Finance and 
Administration, for her efforts in making the NJDOT drive so 
successful. 


Spring brings health awareness 

At the first sign of Spring, you know it’s fair time. The 
Division of Human Resources is holding five all-day health 
fairs for NJDOT employees in March and April. When you 
attend the fair you’ll receive information on changes in benefits 
and learn about new plan options. Eight dental care providers 
and 13 health care providers will be on hand to explain their 
plans and to distribute literature and freebies at these locations: 
Regional Operations Central, 100 Daniels Way, Freehold, 
March 27; DMV Headquarters, 225 East State St., April 1; 
Regional Operations North, 150 Commons Way, Bridgewater, 
April 2; Regional Operations South, 3906 Church Road, Mt. 
Laurel and NJDOT Ewing Complex, April 3. 


New fund choice is offered 

The Department of Treasury’s Division of Pensions and 
Benefits has announced the addition of a small cap equity 
investment fund option to deferred compensation plan 
participants, effective this month. The new option gives new 
and existing participants the opportunity to invest in smaller 
companies to a greater extent than is now available in the 
plan’s equity fund. 

Current participants in the plan should review all litera- 
ture that the Division of Pensions and Benefits is mailing to 
them this month and consider the growth versus risk factors 
before they invest in the plan. Jerie Parker of NJDOT’s 
Division of Human Resources has information on the plan 
and the required enrollment forms for current and new 
members. You can reach her at (609) 530-6396. 


